EROTICISM ,:    THE   FEMININE  WOMAN                        169

types. Particularly as regards our third type, the familial disposition
to obsessional neurosis plays an important part. But in contradiction
to their disposition to obsessional neurosis, these women have an
emotional life that in warmth and capacity for positive unambiva-
lent relations reminds us rather of normal and hysterical women.
The obsessional-neurotic elements in their personalities suggest
either a constitutionally fixed substratum or effects of environmental
influences; however, they are able to develop an emotional personality
that, to a great extent, is freed from this substratum.

Upon closer examination of all these feminine types, we are
particularly struck by the usually positive relation of the woman to
her mother. But this relation seems to have a different character
in the feminine-passive types than in the more active ones. In the
latter, it is more like a reaction: it follows a phase of aggressive
animosity that is very successfully overcome. Their excessive
tendency to guilt feelings reveals their still existing aggressive
impulses. The real personality of the mother seems here to have had
a strong effect. It is usually the very active, domineering mother
who provokes the hatred of the daughter and nourishes strong self-
exactions in her.

The feminine-passive type displays considerably fewer reactive
features. In this case the original tender, loving, and more passive
dependence on the mother seems to weather all the stormy periods
of hatred that must be expected in the development of every girl.
Many women of this type appear to have taken the mother's part
against the father's from earliest youth. The common grief of being
neglected by the father, or the premature loss of the father, combined
with the mother's loving kindness, create an emotional relationship
with her that involves great dangers. The continuation of this early
infantile tie to the mother may lead to very childish and passive
dependence upon her. The tendency to definite forms of hysteria,
particularly those with organic symptoms, is connected with this
kind of mother relationship.6 Certain forms of homosexuality likewise
belong here.

If the dangers are successfully avoided in the course of further
development, a thoroughly positive relation to the mother seems to
lead to an-ideal outcome; it supplies a contribution toward and
perhaps even a basic condition for the development of the feminine
woman.

Observation seems to show that normal feminine-passive women,
even in complete adulthood, also reveal certain tendencies to
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